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TO INCREASE THE POWER OP CONGRESS OVER 
COMMERCE, 1785. 

To the Honourable the General Assembly of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, the Memorial of the Merchants, Traders and 
other Inhabitants of the Town of Alexandria humbly sheweth — 

That your Memorialists having considered the present situa- 
tion of the United States with regard to their commerce with 
Foreign Nations beg leave to Observe that it is carried on upon 
very unequal terms and under many disadvantages. Foreigners 
of all Nations are freely admitted into the American Ports and 
to export therefrom any Commodities whatsoever, Subject to 
scarcely any other restrictions or duties but such as are laid upon 
Citizens. On the other hand the Citizens of the United States are 
absolutely prohibited from carrying into Foreign parts and of 
taking therefrom some of the most important articles of their 
trade. And though permitted to carry into some parts and from 
thence to take away some articles of inferior consideration, yet 
they are suffered to do it under such restrictions and extraordinary 
impositions as make it a disadvantageous business and in the end 
must operate in the nature of a prohibition — for more particular 
information upon this subject your Memorialists refer your atten- 
tion to the well known Laws of Great Britain respecting the 
Trade of Foreigners with the British Dominions and to the late 
edict of the Council of State of the King of France, concerning 
commerce in the Frenelv Islands in America. Daily instances are 
happening of American Vessells being refused admittance into a 
Foreign Port, while Vessells belonging to the same Port are being 
received into every part of the United States without any obstruc- 
tion or difficulty. 

These wbsen'ations will show some of the disadvantages under 
which OUT Foreign Trade now labours and your Memorialists have 
reason to fear that it will continue under the same circumstances 
untill Commercial Treaties and regulations to be made by Congress 
shall put it in a better situation. Therefore that the Merchants 
of the United States may be placed upon an equal footing with 
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the Merchants of Foreign Nations carrying on Trade with them, 
and that Congress may be enabled to treat with foreign powers 
respecting commerce upon terms of confidence and advantage, 
your Memorialists beg leave to Submit to the consideration of 
your honorable body whether it would not be wise politic and for 
the general welfare of the United States that Congress should 
be vested with certain rights and authorities to be properly defined 
and ascertained, over the foreign Trade and commerce of the 
several States, and that in this instance the Confederation should 
be altered and amended, by giving them such power as may be 
adequate to the great and important Object, humbly hoping that 
such Laws will be made and such measures taken, as to your Hon- 
ourable body shall seem wisest and best for giving effectual and 
immediate relief touching the premises: and your Memorialists as 
in duty bound shall ever Pray 

William Tyler Chas. Thruston 
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Eobert Adam 
Endorsed Alexandria Petition Nov. 5, 1785. Eeferred to whole 
(From Virg'nia State Archives, Eichmond.) 
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